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it was common to find copper-smelting, brass-making, battery,
wire-drawing and certain kinds of finished products carried on
by the same firm *. The small number of companies engaged
in these operations enabled price agreements to be made to
eliminate competition in the buying of copper ore and in the
sale of their products. Thus when the East India Company
made purchases of copper, the companies fixed the price
among themselves and the amount to be offered by each
company on the basis of its stocks 2.
We may conclude our account of industrial society in the
^&e °* Mercantilism with a description of an establishment
in the North of England owned by Ambrose Crowley, the
greatest ironmaster of the seventeenth century3. This
establishment was the most remarkable among those of
which any record is preserved prior to the' Industrial Revolu-
tion '. The iron works, which Crowley erected at Swalwell
and Winlaton in the county of Durham, exhibit a noteworthy
example of capitalist enterprise and indicate the existence,
even at this early date, of entrepreneurs endowed with a
talent for organization, who found scope in the economic
system of their day for the exercise of their special gifts.
They also disclose a type of employer which was to find its
most signal expression in Robert Owen. The iron ' mills ' of
Ambrose Crowley were an anticipation in spirit, and even in
practical details, of the textile mills at New Lanark. There
is the same evidence of quixotic benevolence combined
with autocratic control of the lives of the workmen. The
Crowley iron works still retained some of their character-
istic features in the early nineteenth century; and if they
were known to Owen, they may prove to be an unsuspected
source from which the Father of English Socialism derived
inspiration.
Ambrose Crowley, who began his career as a working
blacksmith and ended it as a knight, an alderman and sheriff
of London, and a member of Parliament, was an ironmonger
of Greenwich, who in 1682 erected a factory at Sunderland
1 Hamilton, op. cit, 94-95, 252.	* Ibid. 144, 158, 205.
* He is not mentioned in The Dictionary of National Biography.

